
Advanced Placement Literature and 
Composition 

 
 

Summer Stuff to Read and Do 
 

ENJOY! 
 
 

First, we hope you enjoy reading these works. They are classics, and we think if you 
read them on the beach or sitting under a shade tree you will be glad you meet these 
characters. One is a long novel which we hope you carry with you over the course of a few 
weeks. The others are plays that, when viewed, take only a few hours. Read them and relish 
them. Lastly, the short story is a famous piece from one of America’s best-known authors.  
 

Please complete the following activities after reading the works. If you have questions, 
please email Mrs. Fippin and she will get back to you when it is convenient. (It is summer!) 
Please don’t wait until the last minute! 
 

On the first day of school, you should have your summer reading written work ready to 
turn in. Each piece should be clearly labeled as to what activity it is. Make sure your name and 
class are on each assignment.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
John Irving -- A Prayer for Owen Meany 
 

1. PLEASE READ ALL OF THE NOVEL before you work on the attached questions. If you 
do not read the novel all the way through, you will miss the experience of a very short, 
but powerful person’s life and times. Also, Irving’s writing style does not lend itself to 
simplistic analysis. Completing the questions AFTER READING THE WHOLE NOVEL is 
to help you “digest” the story. 

 
****The questions also contain a SPOILER ALERT...SPOILER ALERT!***** 
 
 
Henrik Ibsen - A Doll’s House 
 

1. Read the play. Answer the study questions for A Doll’s House. 
 
 
William Shakespeare -- Twelfth Night 
 

1. Read the play. Complete the assigned tasks. 
 
William Faulkner -- “ A Rose for Emily”. 
 

1. Read the short story. Complete the assigned tasks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A Prayer for Owen Meany 
 
Chapter 1: The Foul Ball 
 
Owen bikes off immediately after hitting the baseball that kills Tabby, and 
he seems unable to talk about the accident with Johnny. Assume that 
Owen keeps a diary and records in it his feelings about the accident. 
Pretend you are Owen and write his diary entry for the th day of Tabby’s 
death. 
 
 
Chapter 2: The Armadillo 
 
Owen develops a deep attachment to the armadillo, worrying about its 
safety and devising ways to be able to take it home with him. Imagine what 
it is that makes the armadillo so meaningful to Owen. Write a paragraph 
from Owen’s point of view explaining why he is drawn to it. If you like, start 
with “When I look at it, I see…” 
 
Chapter 4: The Little Lord Jesus 
 
Johnny dashes into the Meany house to retrieve his hat and Mrs. 
Meany--who is known for her silence and refusal to leave her house--says 
softly, “I’m sorry about your poor mother.” Johnny leaves before she can 
say anything else. Imagine that Johnny stays, and now that she has started 
speaking, Mrs. Meany begins to talk as if she can’t stop, telling Johnny 
about her life and what has made her the way she is. Write a 
two-paragraph monologue for Mrs. Meany in which you flesh out her story 
as Irving has not. 
 
Chapter 5: The Ghost of the Future 
 



Johnny is jealous of the attention Owen receives from Hester and appalled 
at the way Owen treats Mr. Meany. He also credits Owen with ruining 
Christmases forever. Given all this, why do you think Johnny continues to 
consider Owen his best friend? As Johnny, write a paragraph describing 
what draws you to Owen and why you still value his friendship. 
 
Chapter 7: The Dream 
 
Owen says, “WE HAVE A GENERATION OF PEOPLE WHO ARE ANGRY 
TO LOOK FORWARD TO.” What sort of generation do you think we have 
to look forward to now as you read this? Make a statement in Owen’s style 
and write a paragraph supporting it with your observations about our 
current state of affairs. 
 
Chapter 9: The Shot 
 
On the first page of the novel, John tells us that Owen is the reason he 
believes in God. In Chapter 9, we find out that witnessing Owen’s “miracle” 
is what converts John. Throughout the novel, however, Owen’s main point 
about faith is that it shouldn’t depend on “proof” or “miracles”; to have faith 
is to believe when there is no proof. As Owen, write a letter to John in 
which you comment on John’s faith and how John acquired it. Before you 
start, decide whether you think Owen would be pleased that John believes 
(no matter how John came to his belief) or if he would question the idea 
that John believes at all. 
 
Wrap Up 
 
After finishing the novel, how do you feel about the title A Prayer for Owen 
Meany? Write a paragraph in which you argue that Irving’s title is or is not a 
great and fitting title for the book. Afterwords--whatever your opinion on 
Irving’s title--make up and write down two alternate titles for the book.  
 



 
Twelfth Night by William Shakespeare 

 
The following characters play big roles in Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night. Please answer all five 
questions for EACH character below (If they do not appear in an Act, just say so). Clearly 
label each character and number all five questions in relation to these characters. Your answers 
should be written in complete sentences. 
 
1. What is the main conflict that faces that character over the course of the play? 
2. What is the main event involving this character in Act II?  
3. What is the main event involving this character in Act III?  
4. What is the main event involving this character in Act IV?  
5. How is the main conflict for this character resolved?  
 
Orsino  
Viola/Cesario  
Olivia  
Sebastian  
Sir Toby  
Malvolio 
Feste 
 
6. Look up the terms DRAMATIC IRONY, SITUATIONAL IRONY, and VERBAL IRONY. Give 
two specific examples of each type of irony as depicted in the play. 
 
 
 
 
 

“A Rose for Emily” by William Faulkner 
(find it here: http://xroads.virginia.edu/~drbr/wf_rose.html ) 

 
1. “A Rose for Emily” is narrated in first-person plural. Why do you think Faulkner chose 

“we” rather than “I” as the voice for the story? How might this narrative strategy be 
related to the description of Emily as “a tradition, a duty, and a care; a sort of hereditary 
obligation upon the town” (part 1 paragraph 3)? 
 

2. Look at Part V of “A Rose for Emily” and annotate the passage for literary devices such 
as diction, syntax and imagery. Then, in a well-developed paragraph or paragraphs 
analyze how Faulkner’s style reinforces one of the themes of the story. You must come 
up with the theme to support. 

 
 

http://xroads.virginia.edu/~drbr/wf_rose.html


 
A Doll’s House 

 
Study Guide Questions 
 
Act One 
 

1. Describe the relationship between Nora and Helmer 
2. What is supposed to happen for Helmer at the beginning of the new year, and what will it 

mean for him and his family? 
3. Who is Mrs. Linde, and why has she come back? 
4. What is Nora’s secret? 
5. Who is Krogstad? 
6. Who is Dr. Rank, and what is his problem? 
7. How does Krogstad persuade Nora to try to influence Helmer on his behalf? 
8. What crime had Krogstad committed, and what was Helmer’s reaction to it? 
9. Why doesn’t Nora want to see her children at the end of Act One? 

 
Act Two 
 

1. What final arguments does Helmer make to Nora as reasons for firing Krogstad? 
2. Nora was going to ask a favor of Dr. Rank, but she changed her mind. What is the favor, 

and why does she change her mind? 
3. What is in Krogstad’s letter to Helmer? 
4. How does Mrs. Linde plan to help Nora? 
5. By the end of Act Two, Nora has come to a decision. What is it? 

 
Act Three 
 

1. Why does Krogstad send the document back to Nora? 
2. Why does Mrs. Linde tell Krogstad not to go get the letter back? 
3. What is Helmer’s reaction to the letter? 
4. What does Helmer do when he opens the envelope containing the document from 

Krogstad? 
5. Why does Nora leave Helmer? 


