
JUNIOR BRITISH LITERATURE 

SUMMER ASSIGNMENTS 

 

MRS. FIPPIN  

efippin@theelms.org 

 Honors British Literature: Pride and Prejudice, Brave New World, and 

Pygmalion 

 I would like you to write your notes on post-its that you place in your book on 

the appropriate pages.  When something very important occurs, or a character 

is introduced, write these details on the post-it.  Ideally, write something at 

the top of the post-it, and include a page number or chapter number.  Allow 

this part of the post-it to stick out of the book so you can access notes 

quickly.  Besides plot details, here are suggestions for what you can write on 

the post-its; vocabulary and quotations can be written on post-its as well: 

 Character identification and descriptions as major characters are 

introduced 

 Questions you may have about plot, symbols, etc. 

 Occasional new words you needed to look up (at least five words per 

novel or play, not to exceed ten words per novel) 

 Quotations that seem important (at least five from each piece of 

literature, not to exceed ten per work) 

 This work is due on the first day of school.  All sections of this assignment are 

important to your grade.  YOU WILL TURN IN BOOKS WITH THE POST-ITS IN 

PLACE.  FEEL FREE TO PURCHASE YOUR OWN BOOKS IF YOU ALSO LIKE TO 

UNDERLINE OR WRITE IN BOOKS.  We suggest large post-its for this work. 

 Pygmalion assignment for Honors is attached.  You do not need any additional 

notes for Pygmalion.  Post-its are optional for this play. 



 

 Special Bonus/Extra Credit Opportunity: 

 Attend productions at Ohio Shakespeare Festival (at Stan Hywet Hall) and 

earn points for first quarter.  

 See Romeo and Juliet on Thursday, July 5: Free Student Performance! Have an 

I.D. with you. 

 See All’s Well That Ends Well on Thursday, August 2: “Pay What You Will—iam 

Shakespeare” (whatever you want to pay) 

 You must bring a program from the show to turn in to your English teacher. 

 Go to www.ohioshakespearefestival.com  for further ticket information. Learn 

about summer workshops as well! 

Pygmalion by George Bernard Shaw 

George Bernard Shaw had many famous friends in his long life.  One such friend was Winston 

Churchill.  Both men were known for their sharp wit and love of laughter.  Shaw sent Mr. 

Churchill two tickets for opening night of Pygmalion.  The attached note read: “I enclose two 

tickets for the first night of my new play, one for yourself and one for your friend—if you have 

one.”  Churchill sent this replay: “I am sorry I cannot attend for the first night of Pygmalion, but 

I should be glad to come on the second night—if there is one” (qtd. in Eric Bentley 164). 

We’re in for a jolly time with Mr. Shaw! 

Please complete the following enrichment activities after reading the play: 

1. Enjoy a family film night; view My Fair Lady, a musical adaptation of the play starring 

Rex Harrison and Audrey Hepburn.  Answer these questions: 

 Does music enhance or hinder the story?  Why? 

 Are the characterizations what you expected?   

 How does the film reveal England of the early twentieth century?  Describe the 

clothes, cars, houses, etc. 

 How does the ending of the play differ from the conclusion of the musical? 

 Which ending do you prefer? 

http://www.ohioshakespearefestival.com/


2. Allusions are plentiful in this play.  Create a list of eight allusions.  To what do they 

refer?  You will need to do some digging in order to find these references; be patient!  

(Hint: Covent Garden is mentioned.  What is this?  Where is it?  This can be first on your 

list if you wish.) 

3. The play itself is an allusion.  Find out the mythological history of the play.  From whom 

does Shaw “borrow”? 

 


