
 

Our Lady of the Elms 
Middle and Upper Schools Dress Code 

 
UNIFORMS 
Students are expected to present a clean, neat and pleasant appearance at all times.  Uniforms must be clean, 
ironed and in good repair.  The uniform is to be worn by all students in all seasons from 8 a.m. until 3 p.m.  
Students are expected to come to school in uniform and not dress/undress in the hallways.  Detention may be 
issued for any student not wearing the uniform properly.  Faculty/administration reserves the right of final 
decisions of uniform infractions. 

 
DRESS UNIFORM 
The dress uniform is to be worn on all formal occasions, liturgies, Junior Ring Ceremony, Baccalaureate Mass, 
and any occasions designated by the administration.  Students attending programs away from school during 
normal school hours (i.e. Roundtable, plays, operas, First Fridays, etc.) are to wear the dress uniform.  Dress 
uniform consists of:  

1. Plaid skirt properly hemmed (no staples, tape or pins); skirts are to be no more than 2 inches 
above the knee, only showing kneecap. 

2. Long sleeve or short sleeve, white oxford blouse with button down collar.  It must be plain with no 
decoration. The blouse must be ironed and buttoned to the second button and tucked into the skirt at all 
times.  Cuffs and collars must be buttoned.  Oversized men’s shirts are not part of the uniform.  

3. Leg wear may be any of these:  knee high socks or tights with feet in solid white, navy, green, grey or 
black, or hose (flesh colored). No leggings, leg warmers, crew socks and athletic socks permitted. (i.e., 
volleyball, soccer, anklets etc.)  

4. Shoes:  solid color in brown/tan, wine/burgundy/maroon (not red), navy, gray or black standard tie or slip-
ons, leather or leather-like look, no adornment (i.e. sequins, feathers, fur, rhinestones).  No sandals, open 
toe, boot, athletic-type shoes, flip flops, moccasins, slippers or crocs permitted.  

5. Navy or green vest, or v-neck pullover sweater, purchased from Schoolbelles located at 1717 Brittain Rd., 
Akron, OH 44310, must be worn with the dress uniform.  See the exception in #6. 

6. For students in grades 9-12: The navy school blazer available from Schoolbelles may only be worn with 
the button down, white oxford blouse on dress uniform days.  An optional solid gray, solid hunter green, 
or solid navy Schoolbelles tie may only be worn with the white oxford blouse.  The tie is worn correctly 
when the top button of the blouse is buttoned. The school vest or sweater may be worn over the oxford 
blouse and under the blazer.  

 
DAILY UNIFORM OPTIONS  
On non-dress uniform days, students have the following options for daily wear: 

1. Uniform skirt (as above) from Schoolbelles.  Students in grades 9-12 have the option of wearing the 
uniform skirt or culottes from Schoolbelles.  

2. Navy or khaki slacks from Schoolbelles. (Grades 7-12) 
3. Yellow, navy or green polo shirt, long or short sleeve.  Burgundy is also an option for grades 7-8.  This 

polo shirt may be worn with all of the options. 
4. If blouses (not polo’s) are worn, they must be worn with a vest or v-neck pullover sweater, or cardigan at 

all times.  Cuff and collars must be buttoned.  
5. Leg wear, shoes and sweater options as stated above.   
6. The green or navy fleece from Schoolbelles with the school logo may be worn over the blouse or polo, 

except on dress uniform days.   Middle school students may wear the navy fleece purchased during 
elementary school.         

7. A white turtleneck may be worn under all options – no t-shirts.  If a white tank top or cami is a part of 
a student’s attire, it must be tucked in the skirt.  A yellow turtleneck may be worn with the yellow polo, a 
navy blue with the navy polo, and a forest green with the matching polo.  

8. No jackets, coats, undershirts, sweatshirts, etc. may be worn with or in place of the uniform components.  Non-
uniform sweaters or jackets may be confiscated if worn or carried to class. 

9. For students in grades 9-12: The navy school blazer available from Schoolbelles may only be worn with the 
button down, white oxford blouse.  An optional solid gray, solid hunter green, or solid navy Schoolbelles tie may 
only be worn with the white oxford blouse.  The school vest or sweater may be worn over the oxford blouse and 
under the blazer. 

10. At times, the office has skirts that may be borrowed, if necessary. 
11. Full dress uniform may be worn at any time.  
12. Senior Option Only:  Only seniors may wear non-uniform sweaters.  Sweater must be worn over the 

blouse or polo.  This senior privilege does not include sweatshirts, except for Thursdays (unless that is a 
dress uniform day).  Sneakers and crocs are not a senior option.  



 
 

 
ORDERING UNIFORMS 
Schoolbelles is the supplier of the Elms uniform.  Elms skirts, slacks, blouses, vests, v-neck sweaters and the 
optional navy blazer can be purchased online at www.schoolbelles.com.  Use school code #698. The Akron 
location is at 1717 Brittain Rd., Akron, OH 44310. 
 
NON-UNIFORM DAYS  
On non-uniform days, students may wear other appropriate clothing.  Midriffs, crop tops, halter tops or 
sundresses, tank tops, short skirts, clothing or shoes with tears and clothing with inappropriate words or graphics 
are never to be worn.  Any reference to violence, sex or drug/alcohol is inappropriate in a school setting.   
Shorts must be at least mid-thigh.  Skirt and dress hemlines or slits are to be no higher than 2 inches above the 
knee. No yoga pants, leggings, tights, pajama or pajama-like attire may be worn.  
 
Shoes:  any color, standard tie or slip-ons, leather or leather-look.  Crocs and sneakers may be worn on non-
uniform days.  The following are not permitted:  sandals, open toe, flip flops, and slippers, moccasins. 
 
 
DRESS FOR SCHOOL/SCHOOL RELATED PROGRAMS 
(Including but not limited to Awards Night, Ring Ceremony, etc.) 
 
Modesty for girls is a significant and important consideration in selecting apparel.  Parental cooperation is needed.  
We understand that modesty is somewhat subjective in nature, especially when the same dress fits each girl 
differently.  We have established a description of modesty for girl’s dresses that we believe is in keeping with the 
spirit of our appearance guidelines.  The Principle of Modesty is always in effect for OLE events on or off 
campus.  Anything which draws attention to oneself serves more to distract from this principle rather than to 
promote it. 
 
Dresses with the following characteristics do not meet the modesty requirement:  

1. Slip dress (clinging material; styled like a slip) 
2. Low cut dresses, cleavage showing 
3. Back more than half uncovered.  Every figure is different and thus each back length will vary, but your bra 

line is a good guide, a dress that is cut below your bra line is leaving your back more than half uncovered. 
4. Hemline or slit more than two inches higher than top of knee cap 
5. Inappropriately tight dresses 
6. Midriff showing or cut-outs 

 
GYM ATTIRE 
Students should wear a plain white shirt or any t-shirt with “The Elms” or “Elms logo” and shorts that fit decently.  
During extremely cold weather, sweatpants may be worn. 
 
TEAM SWEATSHIRTS 
To promote school spirit, ELMS imprinted sweatshirts may be worn over the uniform blouse or polo on 
Thursdays. 
 
OTHER GUIDELINES  

 Cleavage and/or skin at or around the waist may not be visible. 

 Hair color and highlights, if applicable, must be natural looking and worn out of the face.  Extreme hair 
fashions, including but not limited to close scalp shavings, extreme grooving, unnatural coloring and 
spiking are not permitted. 

 Headbands are acceptable; hats and bandanas are not. 

 The use of makeup must be moderate and appropriate in grades 9-12.   

 Tattoos and henna are not to be visible at any time. 

 Pierced body parts other than earlobes are not in code. 

 Appropriate jewelry may be worn except during gym class. (Please leave expensive jewelry at home.  The 
school is not responsible for lost/stolen jewelry.) 
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