
SOPHOMORE ENGLISH: AMERICAN LITERATURE 2019 

As you complete your summer reading, write notes on post-it notes.  You will attach the 
post-its to the appropriate pages.  Remember, copying notes from SparkNotes or similar 
sources is plagiarism.  As characters are introduced, include descriptions of them.  If you 
encounter unfamiliar words, jot them down on your post-its and look them up later.  Include 
questions you might have about what is happening.  Your books with the post-its inside 
must be turned in on the first day of school.  Expect a quiz over summer reading when we 
return.  Good personal reading notes will be valuable as you prepare for this quiz.  Additionally, 
plan to use your notes for discussion and any other assignments attached to the reading.  The 
following assignments are also due on our first day of school: 

Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller: Find a review of the most recent production of the play that you 
can find.  Bring a copy of the review to school on the first day. 

The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne (Honors only): Feel free to skip “The Custom House.”  It is 
only loosely connected to the novel.  As you read and write notes on post-its, write down two significant 
quotations and page numbers for the main characters: Hester Prynne, Pearl, Arthur Dimmesdale, 
and Roger Chillingworth.  These quotations should be included in your post-it notes.  These lines 
may be spoken by or about that character.  Your choices should reveal important qualities or motives. 
These quotations will serve as the foundation for an essay, so choose wisely! 

The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck: Published in 1939, Steinbeck’s novel chronicles the plight of 
one family in the Dust Bowl during the Great Depression.  After you finish reading the novel, view the 
1940 film, directed by John Ford and starring Henry Fonda.  Take notes as you watch.  How does the 
film differ from the novel?  Is the film an effective adaptation?  How do you feel about the casting 
choices?  *Expect the summer reading quiz to address the film.  Next, find an article or essay that 
discusses the controversial nature of the novel or the film.  Include the article with your summer 
work. 

If you have questions or concerns, contact Mrs. Fippin at efippin@theelms.org 

 

 


